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Deviation in Understanding Purposes of Hudud (Legitemate
Boundaries): Theft Crime as a Model
Ibrahim Ahmed Mubarak Elashi
PhD Research Scholar, Faculty of Sharia, University of Imam

Shafi’i — Mukala, Hadramout

Study Summary:

The study included a concise explanation of the concepts of deviation,
boundaries, legitimate purposes, and theft. It then proceeded to review the
general purposes of boundaries and specifically the limits of theft. Through
this, it presented the benefits and returns that individuals, families, and society
would gain if the nation adhered to the guidance of Sharia law and established
boundaries in the manner desired by the Creator. Sharia boundaries have
general objectives, including safeguarding the lives of the nation's members
from the mischief of evildoers, protecting honor from the transgressions of the
corrupt, and safeguarding wealth from the hands of rogue thieves. The study
also addressed various objections raised by skeptics seeking to undermine the
values, principles, and behaviors prescribed by religion, providing responses to
these objections.

The study concluded with several important findings, notably that the purpose
of these boundaries is to preserve the five necessities: religion, life, progeny,
wealth, and intellect. The nation, indeed all nations, agree that Sharia law was
established to safeguard these necessities.

The researcher recommends that scholars focus on this type of research and
studies to strengthen and consolidate religious principles in the minds of
Muslims, enabling them to understand the importance of boundaries in people's
lives and to highlight the contributions these boundaries make to reinforcing
security and safety in societies.

Keywords: deviation, purposes, boundaries, understanding.
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